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REDRESS DESIGN AWARD 2018 FINALISTS ANNOUNCED 
A global pool of emerging talent competes to redesign the fashion industry’s waste 

 
15 May 2018 – Hong Kong – Following a 
worldwide search for sustainable fashion design 
talent, 11 finalists have been announced for the 
Redress Design Award 2018. Representing 11 
different regions including Hong Kong, India and 
the UK, the designers embody a growing 
movement to bring textile waste back into fashion 
and take the circular economy mainstream.   
 
Organised by environmental NGO, Redress, the 
Redress Design Award is the world’s largest 
sustainable fashion design competition and will see 
the finalists present their dynamic collections 
created entirely from waste textiles to an 
international audience this September in Hong Kong.  
 
Leveraging strong support from over 100+ tertiary fashion education partners, the 2018 cycle of the competition was 
Redress’ first truly global search for talent. During the two-month open application phase, their unique online ‘Learn’ 
platform saw over 5,500 visitors exploring content on the numerous environmental issues in the fashion industry and 
the innovative design techniques that can be used to tackle waste, which resulted in a record number of applications 
from 56 regions around the world. 
 
Redress Founder & Board Chair, Dr. Christina Dean commented, "For this Redress Design Award cycle, we scoured 
the world looking for the best emerging designers to tackle fashion’s underbelly - waste. With an estimated 92 million 
tons of textile waste generated annually - a truly staggering figure that is projected to increase to 148 million tons 
annually by 20301 – there is not a moment to lose as we passionately cultivate more fashion changemakers. Our 
search was rewarded; the designers are demonstrating the creative and commercial potential of the wide breadth of 
untapped textile waste streams from the fashion industry and beyond.”  
 
The finalists sourced inspiration from a range of complex and topical issues such as climate change, war, gender 
identity, over-consumption and how the internet has altered our relationships with one another. These 11 emerging 
designers represent a new generation of socially and environmentally conscious individuals who are determined to 
make a difference through their actions.  
 
With the level of talent running at a record high, the competition’s expert panel of judges had a challenging task. As a 
result of neck-to-neck leaders, Redress opened a bonus place for an eleventh designer. All finalists will now create 
their five-piece collections from their homes in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Israel, Philippines, Japan, France, UK, Spain, 
Denmark and - a first for the competition - India and Australia. Their collections will soon be handed over to the 
competition’s Logistics Partner, UPS, who will expertly deliver them to Hong Kong in preparation for the Grand Final 
fashion show at HKTDC’s CENTRESTAGE fashion week on 6 September 2018, where the winners will be announced 
in front of a 1000-strong audience and via global live stream.  
 
The competition boasts impressive prizes: as well as their all-expenses paid educational trip to Hong Kong, Asia’s 
sustainable fashion hub, the first prizewinner will join new up-cycled fashion brand, The R Collective, to design a 
collection for retail created using textile waste. The second prizewinner will receive a professional development 
mentorship with Orsola de Castro (Fashion Designer, Co-founder of Estethica and Co-founder of Fashion Revolution), 
to propel his or her career in sustainable fashion design. Throughout the visit, the finalists will be filmed by a TV crew, 
who will capture their battle for the third season of Frontline Fashion, the documentary co-produced by Redress and 
Mustard Creative. 
 
Roger Lee, Redress Design Award international judge and CEO of TAL Group said, “This is my second year judging 
the Redress Design Award and I’m pleased to see the growing number of creative talents from around the world who 
realise that they have the power to make a positive difference to the environment through their designs and through 
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textile waste innovations. I am inspired to see more people along the fashion supply chain show an unwavering 
commitment and push for more sustainable practices.”  
 
Redress Design Award 2018 Finalists
 

• Christian Jay Martin, The Philippines 

• Ganit Goldstein, Israel 

• Hung Wei-Yu, Taiwan 

• Jesse Hin Fung Lee, Hong Kong 

• Lea Mose Svendsen, Denmark 

• Lucia Alcaina, Spain 

 

• Lynsey Gibson, UK 

• Melissa Villevieille, France 

• Sarah Jane Fergusson, Japan 

• Seerat Virdi, India 

• Tess Whitfort, Australia

 
People’s Choice Award Announced 
San Francisco-based Korean designer, Mimi Jeong, has also been recognised for her outstanding competition 
submission and now takes home the coveted title of Redress Design Award 2018 ‘People’s Choice’ after thousands 
voted for their favourite designer over a four-week public voting period. Mimi made a lasting impression with her 
collection that up-cycles a variety of textiles including swatches and cut-and-sew waste, and was inspired by the 
works of Catalan architect, Antoni Gaudi, using vibrant colour and the artist’s signature mosaic designs to create a 
collection full of sculptural form. Along with the accolade, Mimi also wins a JUKI overlock sewing machine and a copy 
of Bloomsbury’s ‘The Handbook of Design for Sustainability’. 
 
Explore the Redress Design Award finalists’ profiles at www.redressdesignaward.com/finalists 
 

Media Enquiries 
Amy Chan - Project Manager     Queenie Cheung - PR & Marketing Assistant 
Email: amy@redress.com.hk     Email: queenie@redress.com.hk  
Tel: +852 6255 1011      Tel +852 6993 2853 
 
High-resolution images available for download here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8bqocu0ur2a4dhk/AADWIb0ddd0zlhA7x-AgjiDBa?dl=0 
 
Editor’s Notes 

• The Redress Design Award 2018 international judging panel includes Orsola de Castro (Fashion Designer, 
Co-founder of Estethica & Co-founder of Fashion Revolution), Denise Ho (Fashion Director, The R Collective), 
Johanna Ho (Fashion Designer), Roger Lee (CEO, TAL Group) and Bandana Tewari (Editor-at-Large, Vogue 
– India & Contributor, The Business of Fashion) 

• Clare Press, Sustainability Editor-at Large of Vogue Australia and one of the competition’s regional judges 
commented, "This competition demonstrates how it can be circular and efficient as well as beautiful, with 
designers rethinking their fabric choices and patterns to eliminate waste. I was so impressed with the 
creativity of the candidates, and excited to see emerging designers putting sustainability first.”  

• See the full list of Redress Design Award 2018 prizes at www.redressdesignaward.com/prizes   

• Key sponsors of the Redress Design Award 2018 are: The Create Hong Kong of the Government of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (Major Sponsor), UPS, TAL, The Mills, ADMCF, TencelTM and The R 
Collective. Other partners can be seen at www.redressdesignaward.com/partners  

• The Redress Design Award 2018 was open to emerging designers and students with less than three years’ 
professional experience from around the globe  

• Visit our LEARN platform www.redressdesignaward.com/learn for detailed resources on how to source, 
design and market sustainable fashion along with a newly added guide to sustainability in fibres; and find out 
more about the Sustainable Fashion Educator Pack at www.redressdesignaward.com/educatorpack 

• Just released, Frontline Fashion 2 is a 47-minute documentary following the 2017 cycle competition finalists. 
Frontline Fashion 3 is set for broadcast in early 2019 on AETN’s Lifetime Asia Channel. Find out more at 
www.redress.com.hk/frontlinefashion   

• The Redress Design Award was formerly known as the EcoChic Design Award and rebranded in January 
2018 to align the competition more closely to the organiser Redress and their overarching mission to reduce 
textile waste and fuel a circular economy for fashion. 
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About Redress (www.redressdesignaward.com)  
The Redress Design Award (formerly the EcoChic Design Award) was developed by and is wholly organised by 
Redress. Redress is a pioneering Hong Kong based NGO working to reduce textile waste in the fashion industry. 
They achieve this through a variety of dynamic programmes which work to minimise the negative impacts of fashion, 
whilst promoting innovative new models and driving growth towards a more sustainable industry via the circular 
economy. Working directly with a wide range of stakeholders, including designers, manufacturers, brands, educational 
bodies, government and consumers, Redress aims to create lasting environmental change in fashion. 
 
About The Create Hong Kong (www.createhk.gov.hk) 
The Create Hong Kong is a dedicated agency set up under the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau on 1 
June 2001 to lead, champion and drive the development of the creative economy in Hong Kong. It co-ordinates 
Government policy and effort regarding creative industries, focuses Government’s resources catering for the 
promotion and speeding up the development of creative industries in Hong Kong, and works closely with the trade to 
boost the development of creative industries.*  
 
About The R Collective (www.thercollective.com)  
The R Collective is a pioneering up-cycled fashion brand and social impact business that ambitiously wants to prove 
that fashion can be a force for good. Based in Hong Kong, The R Collective was born from Redress’ 10-year legacy 
promoting sustainable fashion, and is already spearheaded by some of the world’s leading sustainable design talent 
from previous competition cycles. The R Collective rescues and up-cycles surplus luxury materials that are destined to 
be wasted and transforms them into beautiful, enduring affordable luxury designer pieces through various product 
drops with distinguished retailers using socially respectful and brave business practices. Lane Crawford, Asia’s 
leading department store, and Barneys New York retailed the first wave of The R Collective designers; Kévin 
Germanier, Victor Chu and Kate Morris. The R Collective is proud to support the work of Redress by donating 25 
percent of their future profits to charity Redress to fuel positive change in the fashion industry. The R Collective was 
previously called BYT. 
 
*Disclaimer: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only, and does not otherwise take part in the 
project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the project 
organizers only and do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the Communication and Creative Industries Branch of 
the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau, Create Hong Kong, the CreateSmart Initiative Secretariat or the CreateSmart Initiative Vetting Committee. 

http://www.redressdesignaward.com/
http://www.createhk.gov.hk/
http://www.thercollective.com/

