
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NO LONGER A WASTED OPPORTUNITY 
  Redress Design Award Finalists turn waste into want 
 
7 September 2018 – Following a global search for 
talent, the world’s largest sustainable fashion design 
competition culminated in a live Grand Final runway 
show last night in Hong Kong. Organised by Redress, a 
pioneering environmental charity working to cut waste 
out of fashion, the Redress Design Award has grown 
from strength to strength since its inception in 2011. 
With major sponsorship from Create HK the competition 
puts Hong Kong firmly on the map as a sustainable 
fashion hub whilst proving that waste can be a creative 
goldmine.  
 
As fashion’s staggering excesses and polluting ways increasingly hit the headlines, these 11 young 
designers skillfully demonstrated that textile waste is an opportunity not to be missed. Their incredible 
array of collections based entirely from waste, including secondhand clothing industry surplus, vintage 
kimonos, umbrellas, sofa fabric and furniture offcuts (transformed to bark lace), impressed the 1000 
strong audience of industry elites, influencers and VIPs with a transformational vision of beauty and 
exponential possibility. 
 
Tess Whitfort won First Prize with her bold, punk inspired collection made from up-cycled industry end-
of-rolls and designed with complex zero-waste patterns. 

 
Christina Dean, Founder and Board Chair of Redress and Co-Founder of The R Collective said, “The 
scale of textile waste across the fashion value chain is staggering… an estimated 92 million tonnes of 
textile waste is now generated each year. These visionary young designers represent the future of the 
industry where waste continues to grow as a valuable resource for the industry to embrace rather than 
hide away as a dirty secret. That future is now and it’s time to embed this new model for design as 
standard.” 
 
Hailing from Hong Kong, India, Taiwan, Japan, the Philippines, Israel, Denmark, Australia, France, 
Spain and the UK, the finalists stayed in the lap of luxury at Hong Kong’s newest destination hotel, 
Hotel VIC, and took part in an intensive 9 day educational bootcamp in the lead up to the Grand Final 
held at HKTDC’s CENTRESTAGE. Guided by Redress’ Education team, the finalists experienced the 
in’s and out’s of the supply chain first hand – testing waste fabrics in a state of the art laboratory; 
staying in dormitories at the TAA’s manufacturing facility alongside garment workers; and learning 
insider insights from industry professionals as they worked to identify how designers can transform the 
environmental impact of clothing at every stage of its lifecycle.  
 
Tess will now join The R Collective, a bold new social impact business, to design a capsule collection 
for retail. With previous collections stocked in Lane Crawford, Hong Kong and Barney’s New York, The 
R Collective offers a unique springboard to further develop a holistic business experience across all 
areas from design to marketing in the world of sustainable fashion – a world that is rapidly becoming 
more mainstream. 
 
Competition judge Roger Lee, CEO of TAL Group said, “I’m pleased to see the growing number of 
creative talents from around the world who realise that they have the power to make a positive 
difference to the environment through their designs and through textile waste innovations.”  



 

 
The amount of clothing produced globally now exceeds 100 billion garments1 and out of the 53 million 
tones of material used for clothing production every year, 87% is landfilled or incinerated after its final 

use. 2 As the world wakes up to the scale of our waste problem, the Redress Design Award represents 

a shining light of creativity and ingenuity amidst the backdrop of a global environmental crisis. After 
use, less than 1 percent of material used to produce clothing is recycled into new clothing. This take-
make-dispose model leads to an economic value loss of over $500 billion per year. 3 Putting this 
research into practice, the Redress Design Award finalists are proving that we already have the 
solutions quite literally at our feet.   
 
Other major prizes awarded include: 
The Redress Design Award 2018 Second Prize with Orsola de Castro: Jesse Lee, Hong Kong 
The Redress Design Award 2018 Hong Kong Best Prize Winner: Jesse Lee, Hong Kong 
The Redress Design Award 2018 Special Prize with Cara G Winner: Sarah Jane Fergusson, Japan 
The Redress Design Award 2018 Alumni Prize with kapok Winner: Claire Dartigues, France 
 
The 11 finalists join a talent pool of 157 alumni designers (including 32 emerging brands) from previous 
competitions, who are leading the charge to put waste at the forefront of design. With major 
sponsorship from Create HK The Redress Design Award 2019 will open in early January, building on 
the momentum for change across the fashion industry. 
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High-resolution images available for download here:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rn61q0lhso2tnr8/AABh8-ix9YBif7hXKcdexTBpa?dl=0 
 
Editor’s Notes 

• The Redress Design Award 2018 international judging panel includes Orsola de Castro (Fashion 
Designer, Co-founder of Estethica & Co-founder of Fashion Revolution), Denise Ho (Fashion Director, 
The R Collective), Johanna Ho (Fashion Designer), Roger Lee (CEO, TAL Group) and Clare Press, 
(Sustainability Editor-at Large of Vogue Australia) 

• Select garments from the Redress Design Award 2018 collections will be on display from 14–23 
September at the Mercedes me Store (48 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong), as part of HKTDC’s ‘Hong 
Kong in Fashion’ month-long city wide campaign with over 90 events promoting fashion, trends and 
creativity at various trendsetting hotspots 

• Key sponsors of the Redress Design Award 2018 are: The Create Hong Kong of the Government of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (Major Sponsor), UPS, TAL, Hotel VIC, The Mills, ADMCF, 
Tencel™ and The R Collective. Other partners can be seen at 
www.redressdesignaward.com/2018/partners  

• Find more supporting data on textile waste and the state of the fashion industry please visit: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/adbk4t8bxkky4o1/2018.09.07_Redress%20Design%20Award%202018_Addit
ionalResources_EN_Final.pdf?dl=0 

• Cara G joins Redress as our newest Ambassador, and will be hosting the new upcoming series of 
Frontline Fashion to be released later this year. 

• The Redress Design Award 2018 was open to emerging designers and students with less than three 
years’ professional experience from around the globe  

• Explore our Alumni designers here: www.redressdesignaward.com/alumni  
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McKinsey & Company (2016), Style that’s sustainable: A new fast-fashion formula 
2 Ellen Macarthur Foundation (2017), A New Textiles Economy: Redesigning Fashion's Future 
3 Business of Fashion (2017), The State of Fashion 2018 
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About Redress www.redress.com.hk   
Redress is a pioneering Hong Kong based NGO working to reduce textile waste and promote environmental 
sustainability in the fashion industry. Through our dynamic programmes we work directly with designers, brands, 
manufacturers, industry professionals, educational organisations and consumers, to promote innovative models 
and drive growth towards a new circular economy for fashion. 
 

The Redress Design Award (formerly the EcoChic Design Award) is the world’s largest sustainable fashion 
design competition working to educate emerging fashion designers around the world about sustainable design 
theories and techniques in order to drive growth towards a circular fashion system. By putting sustainable design 
talent in the global spotlight, the competition creates a unique platform for passionate and talented fashion game-
changers to transform the global fashion industry and rewards the best with career-changing prizes to maximise 
long-term impact. www.redressdesignaward.com    
 
About The Create Hong Kong (www.createhk.gov.hk)  
The Create Hong Kong is a dedicated agency set up under the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
on 1 June 2001 to lead, champion and drive the development of the creative economy in Hong Kong. It co-
ordinates Government policy and effort regarding creative industries, focuses Government’s resources catering 
for the promotion and speeding up the development of creative industries in Hong Kong, and works closely with 
the trade to boost the development of creative industries.* 
 
About The R Collective (www.thercollective.com)  
The R Collective is a pioneering up-cycled fashion brand and social impact business that ambitiously wants to 
prove that fashion can be a force for good. Based in Hong Kong, The R Collective was born from Redress’ 10-
year legacy promoting sustainable fashion, and is already spearheaded by some of the world’s leading 
sustainable design talent from previous competition cycles. The R Collective rescues and up-cycles surplus 
luxury materials that are destined to be wasted and transforms them into beautiful, enduring affordable luxury 
designer pieces through various product drops with distinguished retailers using socially respectful and brave 
business practices. Lane Crawford, Asia’s leading department store, and Barneys New York retailed the first 
wave of The R Collective designers; Kévin Germanier, Victor Chu, Kate Morris and Lia Kassif. The R Collective 
are proud to support the work of Redress by donating 25 percent of their profits to charity Redress to fuel positive 
change in the fashion industry. The R Collective was previously called BYT. 
 
About Hotel VIC on the Harbour (www.hotelvic.com) 
Located in the newly-fashionable district of North Point on Hong Kong Island, Hotel VIC boasts panoramic views 
of the harbour and is steps away from an MTR station, ferry pier, and other public transport. The hotel features 
671 affordable luxury guestrooms and suites with complimentary lightning-fast WiFi, and a tailor-made 
smartphone app for a seamless accommodation experience. Dining options include an all-day outlet, a 
sophisticated rooftop bar and restaurant, and a deli shop cum coffee bar, complemented by diverse eateries and 
shopping experiences in the hotel’s podium floors, as well as in an adjacent mall and the vibrant surrounding 
area. Hotel VIC is a member of Sun Hung Kai Properties Ltd.  

 
*Disclaimer: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only, 
and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in these 
materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the project organizers only and do not reflect the views of 
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the Communication and Creative Industries Branch of the 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau, Create Hong Kong, the CreateSmart Initiative Secretariat or the CreateSmart 
Initiative Vetting Committee. 
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